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Brief history of Palantir Technologies, the company that 
may or may not have tracked down Osama bin Laden 

with Big Data
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● Named after the Palantir in 
Lord of the Rings



About Palantir
● First outside investor was 

In-Q-Tel (i.e. the CIA)

● Most recent valuation was 
approx. $20B (2015)

wsj.com
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● Metropolis
○ Primarily for clients in finance industry

○ Data integration, information management

○ Predictive analytics
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Palantir Architecture

“Dynamic Ontology”
● Ontology - Method of classification (e.g. periodic table)

○ Objects (e.g., documents, entities, events)

○ Properties

○ Relationships to other objects

● Dynamic
○ The interpretation of these objects is not hardcoded. It is flexible.



Palantir Architecture

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ts0JV4B36Xw


Palantir Applications
● Counter-terrorism

● War-Zone Analytics

● Anti-Fraud

● Cyber Security

● Law Enforcement

● Disaster Response



Palantir Applications - Typhoon Haiyan

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pchrR-eiJOI


theintercept.com



Palantir - Data Science

Simplystatistics.org
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